
 

friend and family read it too. 
And then you can read it 
again. A young teenager 
friend of mine read Cursed 
Blood several times. I enjoyed 
hearing that! I think all au-
thors do! 
 
Anyway, enjoy this issue! 
Happy Saint Patrick’s Day to 
all of you!! 

 
Well, its time for another is-
sue! This month, I will be 
turning another year older so 
you know what that means! 
Yep, another special issue. I 
do that twice a year—March 
and December. 
 
In this issue, you will be see-
ing a few different authors 
instead of one. I hope you like 
at least one though, but all of 
them would appreciate it if 
you check them out and give 
them a shot. So will I. Just 
don’t forget about me lol. 
 
Also this month is St. Pat-
rick’s Day so remember to 
wear green that day or you’re 
going to get pinched. Person-
ally, I have to wear it going to 
bed or I will get woken up 
with pinches sometime after 
midnight lol. For those who 
knows Billy knows I’m being 
serious lol. I never know what 
to expect with that man some-
times but I do love him lol. 
 
 
I’m still waiting for Peterson 
Estate to come out and can’t 

wait for all of you to start 
enjoying it. Remember, I 
started writing this book when 
I was 13 years old and its 
been my favorite story ever 
since. I’ve had a lot of ups 
and downs for this book but I 
finally got it out there—well 
its almost out there anyway 
lol. I will send you a special 
issue to let you know its re-
lease date as soon as I know 
when that is! 
 
I have a special article to 
share with you in this issue 
from a published author. An 
interview with this same au-
thor is included in this issue. 
Be sure to read what she has 
to say. It may help you if 
you’re a writer too. 
 
And be sure to check out my 
books. Because this is a spe-
cial month for me, I wanted to 
share what my books are 
about. If you have read my 
books, thank you very much!! 
If you haven’t yet, they are all 
available online, mostly 
through Amazon. Just don’t 
forget to share lol. When 
you’re done reading, let your 
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Gabina 
Gabina is a children’s author. Her books include the Bertha series books which are entitled Bertha 
Speaks Out, Bertha Fights Back and My Name is Bertha. She has also written Memories Are Pre-
cious: Alzheimers Journey Ruth’s Story. Her books can be found on Barnes N Noble, Books A Mil-
lion, Amazon, Wiki,  and any online reseller.  
 
Her most difficult book to write was the Memories Are Precious because this was her mother’s fight 
with Alzheimers and was written in her mother’s words. Now that the book is out, she uses the funds 
gained for the book to help find a cure. If you know someone with this dreadful disease (as Gabina 
puts it) please order a copy and help her in the fight for the cure! 
 
Bertha Fights Back was the easiest book she wrote. As an educator she always taught her students 
that everyone is the same. The different colors of the rainbow is what makes each of us special. She 
wrote this book in the memory of Sep. 11 and has dedicated it to that day and for those who under-
stand “hate” is a terrible word. 
 
When Gabina was in elementary school, she enjoyed writing short stories about anything. Before her 

aunt  Tova died, she made a promise that she would use her writing talent for making people 
smile and to teach them about life and the issues that come with it. 
 
Her desire to make a difference in the world is what motivates her to keep writing. Her fifth 
book is about dealing with the brain and mind going strong and that’s what motivates her. 
She does what she can to delay the onset of dementia and Alzheimers in her own life. Right 
now she is working on her second Alzheimers book: Sharp as a Tack or Scrambled Eggs: 
Which Describes Your Brain and her next Bertha book entitled Bertha’s Revenge. 
 
 

Gabina has faced many challenges in her life—being overweight, being a klutz, being told she had the 
great personality but not the looks, living in her own shadow and not speaking up, and more. Now she 
isn’t so quiet and she does stand her ground. Now she isn’t someone to be reckoned with, as she puts it. 
She is a true fighter and doesn’t give in when she knows she’s right. 

She was asked what her favorite book was and the choice for her was very difficult. Gabina has read a lot 
of books and she does reviews for a lot of writers including me (Amber). So her favorite book is called 
Irretrievably Yours by Irma Fritz—a book about the Holocaust and true friendship.  She also enjoyed 
reading Selfless by David Michael Slater and she loved Heartache and Sin by Charles Soto for the subject 
matter. 

What would she like to tell other writers new to this business? “Do not give up. Write what you know 
about and what and know the message you want to convey in your stories or novels. Understand and do 
not take offense when others criticize you and always ask me to review your books for positive feedback.” 
In her own words. 

 

 Website and/or blog? www.gabina49.webs.com 
> www.gabina49@wordpress.com 

> franifashioista@blogspot.com  
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Faces of the past, some are recent, and some go back a year or two. I always knew from a young 
age, what you look like on the outside didn’t make you who you are on the inside. Who I was never 
matched my outside and it was frustrating. When I got older, my outside began to show a little of 
who I was. And now people seem to agree! If you ever get teased because you don’t look like what 
others think you should look, please remember this. You are beautiful!!!!!!!! Don’t let them tell 
you other wise! 

Happy Saint Patrick’s Day!! 
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Deanna Jewel 
Deanna is the author of Never Surrender—an Indian time travel romance. You can learn more about this 
book and Deanna in these places. http://www.freewebs.com/thebookstore 
> http://www.freado.com/users/1124/deanna-jewel 

Her first manuscript was the most difficult to write but she learned a lot by writing it. Her second book 
was much easier to write and it was published. Now she is editing like crazy and making that first book 
better. The working title for this book is called No Turning Back. Because of the knowledge she picked 
up writing No Turning Back, she was able to use that knowledge in writing Never Surrender which is 
why it was so much easier for her to write. The characters also helped in writing the story. 

In 1991 she hurt her back and was bed ridden for a while. That was when she picked up writing. As time 
passed, she felt she could write well if not better than some of the books she had read during that time. 
She fell in love with historical romance by reading Virginia Henley, Johanna Lindsey, Kathleen Woodi-
wiss, Rosemary Rogers, and more. She enjoys telling stories and in the attempt of making herself write 
better by showing, not telling in what she puts to paper. This is what motivates her. 

What would she like to tell other writers new to this business? “New writers should never give up, envi-
sion your books on store shelves and just keep a positive attitude. There are so many things out of your 
control, all you can do is your best and keep writing.” 

Website and/or blog? http://www.deannajewel.com 
> http://www.deannajewel.blogspot.com 

As a writer, I’ve been faced with a lot of trials and errors. I wasn’t very smart either when I first began lol. 
The first piece I tried getting published was my beloved short story “My Haunted Castle” which was sent 
to 17 Magazine. My sister had one in her room so I looked up the address, crossed my fingers, and sent 
them my hand written copy; and waited to hear back from them. A few long weeks later, I received a let-
ter from their top editor. I about cried when they rejected it but the editor did say how he enjoyed it and I 
shouldn’t give up on getting it published because it was good. Then I read the story and decided to rewrite 
it and it grew longer. The story just fell onto the paper. The short story ended up being a long story and I 
changed the title to Mysteries of the Peterson Estate. Over the next couple years, I rewrote and rewrote 
(my way of editing at the time) and people began reading it for me. Everyone enjoyed it which made me 
want to keep improving it. Then I got married and started a family so my writing time became almost nil. 
Sure, I wrote a little here and a little there but not like my heart wanted. And then I lost the story, and the 
7 stories with it so I tossed out my plans and notes for the series. 

During the next couple years, I kept thinking of Emily and her life in Goodview. She really wouldn’t 
leave me alone. I kept seeing her face when I looked in the mirror. All right, I made her look like me sorry 
lol. So I decided to try to rewrite the story and I managed it even though I couldn’t remember everything 
like how a pair of aliens fit in the story. So I dropped the aliens lol. It was better some how though. I kept 
editing and editing while I tried to publish my other stories. After Stolen Identity came out, I decided to 
do yet another full rewrite, taking more things out while adding other elements to the story. Would you 
know that I finally found the perfect publisher? As its called now, Peterson Estate, will be coming out this 
year sometime. Lucy Rose Publishing has already placed it on their site under upcoming releases. This is 
a new and very picky publisher and they chose my work. And they told me if my book sells enough, they 
will be proud to accept the sequel which I promise to have more twists and great story!!!!! Thanks!!! 
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Book Reviews: What You Need to know and what you Need to Ask Before You Get Your Book Reviewed: 

Fran Lewis (Gabina) 

There are many ways to get a review of your novel, short stories or poetry books. You can ask a private author, like myself to review 
your book or you can pay for it to be reviewed. One other way is to ask some of the sites like IJustfinished.com, Reviewyourbook or 
bookpleasures.com to review your book too. There are many sites that will review your books for a fee or even for free. 

When you ask a private author to review your book here are some tips: 

1.    Tell them the genre of your book and your target audience. 

2.    Tell them the kind of review that you are looking for: detailed, in-depth or just a short summary of the book and the person’s 
opinion of what you wrote. 

3.    Make sure that you inform the reviewer that you want approval of your review before it is posted. You want to make sure 
that the review is one that you want other authors and readers to see. 

4.    When you ask a site or pay for a review you do not get approval of what is written and it is posted on their site. It is rare that 
the review is removed if the author does not approve of what the reviewer has written. You need to get this information 
upfront. I learned this when I had my first book reviewed and the person reviewing it commented on the illustrations. 

5.    Make sure that you read any fine print that the site might ask you to sign. If you are asking for a quick review, find out the 
differences between that and a regular review that is often free and what extras you are getting other than it will be 
done faster. 

Things that should be in your review: 

1.    the reviewer should identity the title of the book and the author and the publisher 

2.    the reviewer should specify the genre of the book 

3.    The reviewer should include the theme of the book or the message the author is trying to convey 

4.    The reviewer should give a brief summary of the book or an overview without giving away the twists and turns and the end-
ing 

5.    Create an interesting beginning making the reader want to go out and but the book if it is really a great read. 

6.    Tell what issues this book raises and possibilities it suggests. 

7.    Give some positive feedback to the author and tell why the person’s plot, theme or book is well written. 

8.    Give constructive criticism for or against the author’s opinions. 

9.    Relate the book to other issues or books that affect the reviewer in a positive way. 

10. Describe the setting and the mood of the book. Tell which characters are strong and which affected you the most and why 

11. Tell why you would recommend this book. 

12. My rule: never allow a reviewer to post your review if there are too many negatives and you get less than four stars. 
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~My Books~ 

A couple changes will be made 
but this will be how the cover will 

look when its finished! This is 
full jacket showing front and back 

of the book. 
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